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6Everyone has a gift to share”

One of the wonderful things abouttlchurch is that it gives people the opportunity to use
and share their talents in ways that they may not be able to in their jobs. A person may ha
wonderful or mediocre musical talent, yet the church is a place where that musical offerin
valued ad celebrated. The same thing applies to teaching, trustee work, and mission activity.

That saida spiritual gift (as Paul uses the term) is not a natural talent, skill, or ability wi
which we are born that we place voluntarily in the sergic&od. In short, it is not an offering of
ourselves that we make to God. It is an offering that God makes of Himself to us. The very t
we use “spiritual gifts” is important. These faculties or gifts are of the Spirit, and they are
endowments we oeive.

People in smaller congregations sometimes think that their ministry is not important as
ministry of larger churches, but what the Bible teaches us it that what matters is faithfulness,
size. Indeed, the vast majority of churchesUnited Methodism have less than one hundred
people at worship on Sunday morning. It is certainly true that smaller churches cannot provide
array of services that larger churches can.

On the other hand, members of smaller churches &ftew each other by name and share
intimately in each other’s lives. For their part, larger churches can offer an incredibly wide range
of services and programs. In his book, “The Indispensable Guide for Smaller Churches,” David
Ray says, “Smaller churches offer a place of belonging....they offer community to those who feel
isolated or estranged....they offer an opportunity to make a difference to those who feel
superfluous....in a world of sickness, they offer healing and wholeness.”

One of thereasons churches can be so effective in ministry and mission is because in tt
there is a place for everyone to use the spiritual gifts God has given them. For example, we d
have to be able to perform at the level of a professional to sing inaire e do not need to be
a seminantrained youth worker to work with young people. What we need is a heart for tl
work, and that is a spiritual giftt Small churches and large churches provide opportunities
mission and ministry in which almost eyene can participate.

What spiritual gifts do you see among the people in your congregation? Are there ot
persons who have gifts to share, but are not being given the opportunity to share them?
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Rev. Larry Michael-Rush
**Retired **

Larry Rush had his first appointment to the Nebraska Annual Conference in 1983. He stated that from the tirr
was in tenth grade he struggled with a call to the ministry. He said, “I successfully denied that call for most of my

life, but in 1982, |1 beganotwrestle with it more intensely and finally made the decision to enter the path ¢
candidacy for ordained ministry in the United Methodist Church.” I served as a student pastor at Eddyville/Oconto
United Methodist Churches from 198%87. Then from 19871990, | was appointed as a student at Drew
Theological School at Madison, New Jersey.

He returned to the Nebraska Annual Conference in 1990 and was appointed as an Ordained Deac
Osmond/Stark Valley UMC. This was my first appointment out of seminbhelped Osmond UMC through a
planning and building program for a new parsonage. While | was in my last year of seminary | met Pe
Michael. We married in August of 1991 and | requested to move closer to Kansas City because Peggy v
student at StPaul School of Theology. At the time of our wedding we combined our last names to NRokhel

Appointed as an Ordained Deacon to Ceresco/Valparaiso in 1991, | introduced a choir and youth program t
Ceresco United Methodist Church. | was orddimn 1992. | served Ceresco/Valparaiso until 1993 and ther
moved to the Superior/Nora Charge. Peggy was assigned at Guide Rock/Cowles/New Virginia UMC.

In 1994, we transferred to the Elkhorn River Parish, which consisted of Tilden/ Meadow Grove/Bat
Creek/Tilden Peace UCC. | was appointed as an Elder with my wife Peggypastors of this newly formed
parish. Working with a fouchurch ecumenical parish, we helped develop the administration, and getting vario
groups to work together. We builtishappointment from two patime pastorates to two fulime pastorates in the
three years we were there. We were also blessed with a beautifulditgbtdr who we named Sarah Gene (after
Dr. Gene Lowry and his wife Sarah).

My next stop was at York/to UMC in 1997. | was appointed as the Associate Pastor and assisted in wors
leadership and directed the Youth Group among other various duties. Peggy was the Associate Pastor at A
| also ©-led a District Youth mission tripo Minnesota andNorth Dakota for flood cleanp. We then moved
from this appointment in 1999 so we could be closer to our family in Pennsylvania and New Jersey.
hometown is Lewistown, PA.

We transferred to Wyoming Valley Conference which is in northeast Pennsyarahgsoutkcentral New York. |
served in the Center Moreland Charge at Center Moreland, Pennsylvania frofR0D3991 was pastor for three
rural churches. | also planned an ingenerational work camp trip to the Red Bird Missionary Conference in
Kentucky. In 2003 we moved to Mountaintop, Pennsylvania and | served at Christ United Methodist Church.
Elm Park UMC | served as the Associate Pastor until 2005 at which time we moved back to Nebraska in July.

My appointment in July of 2005 was at Giltfighillips and Peggy was assigned to Gibbon Faith/Bethel. During
these past years | have begun to feel another call upon my life. | was transferred to Gibbon Bethe part
2006 and started to pursue my other call. | have been attending scidt{ & become a registateurse (RN)

and then also the Central Community College and plan to enter the Hospice Ministry as a RN/Chaplain («
Manager).

In my spare time | enjoyiking, Civil War History, and reading. We pray that Rev Larry will be d#dsin his
new life journeyand his retirement from the UM@ndwe thank him for all his work for the United Methodist
Church.
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United Campus Ministry

Dear Gateway District,

We wanted to express our gratitude to each and every one of you for giving us the opportunity to go to
Washington, D.C. Six students and our director, five of which are from the Gateway District, attended the

United States attended.

We were able to go to workshops and participate in Immersion-Social Justice trips. These experiences
taught us to grow as a ministry see how everything is tied to the other /&$'+).")>'/@@'-),'")' 01%' "-%'
2-1&3%45" 6#*' )*A.-)B.'"[#3-"#."-),'") +/A%") thers more excited, engaged and knowledgeable about
God and our ministry.

We would not have been able to have any of these experiences without your help and support. We
wanted to thank you for everything you have done for us. Your outstanding continuous financial support is
going to help us grow and reach those who have not yet been reached and those who we have already
reached. We look forward in sharing these experiences with you. God Bless you all!

From left to right: Scott Ritterbush, Adam White, Jacob Mehlin, Ashley Bear, KaLynne Bennett, and Whitney
Phelps. Laura Stubblefield, not pictured, Director of UCM.

Huntley United Methodist Church
Worship: Sunday, 10:00 am.
Followed by Coffee, Homemade Snacks,
AND Sunday School
I"#$%& '$(&($)%0$*&+," )+, $
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The Callaway United Methodist Church has implemented the “No Limit” ministry during the summer months!

Its motto is “There is No Limit to what God can do through me and you!” Using the parable of the talents in
Matthew 25, memberare given $20 or $50 and along with their talents are to seek a return on this money. At
endof summerthe money will be used to providieepwater well for a community in Nigeria. A deep water well
costs $5,000. Two wells have already been sdcair¢his time and two months are left on this ministry project!
God is really blessing the Callaway UMC!

“NO LIMIT” Ministry

The Stewardship Committee and Administrative Council at Callaway UMC voted last December to take $10,000 in funds
provide new avenues of missions that would glorify God. Since all bills and church apportionments were paid, God platathdis ou
money to be spent for His glory. Thus was created the “No Limit-To what God can do thru Me and You” Ministry.

After months of prayers and many suggestions the NO LIMIT Ministry recommendations were adothtedStawardship and
Admin Boards. The Ministries were shared at church services the last few weeks and now are being shared in the N{awslétter.
how Gods money He has placed in our hands will be invested in His Kingdom:

1. $500 to Anselmo United Methodist Church will be used to buy a kitchen sink, faucet and supplies so they can have run
water in the church kitchen. Currently the ladies have to bratgnirom home to wash the dishes in their church kitchen.

2. $1,000 to buy 5 water buffalo, one for each of 5 families in a third world country. Water buffaldesyged tractors that
provide families with power to increase their food production andtyabdlicarry goods to market. A water buffalo translates
into increased income which provides better health care and education for families.

3. $1,000 to Nothing but Nets Project. The most effective way to control malaria in the poorest parts of the withld is
insecticide treated bed nets. Each net costs $10 and will help save the children. 1 million children die each yeari@om m:
in Africa.

4. $1,000 to Bibles for China. The Olympics are a great opportunity for sharing between Chinese Christ@mgstiads
around the world. Bibles for China project will supply Bibles for Olympic athletes and visitors. Each Bible is $1.5@& We ¢
buying 750 Bibles to reach the lost for Christ.

5. $1,500 for Parable 25 Project. Matthew 25 is the parable of théstalemone is given 5 talents, one is given 2 talents and
one is given one talent. Read Matthew 25 to discover what happens when we use the talents God has given us anc
happens when we do not. Ten persons will receive $50 each and 50 personseivé $40 each for a total of $1,500.
Between Memorial Day and Labor Day, take your “talent” and invest it for God and see what kind of return we can bring
back to God after Labor Day. Be creative! The returns of Parable 25 will fund the next project.

6. Deep Water Well $5,000. We have taken clean water for granted here in Nebraska. According to Ron Wilmont, Nigeri
Coordinator for the lowa United Methodist Conference, one deep water well in a community will eradigaté 60disease
in a village. Itis one of the greatest tools for bringing people to Christ. Because “if people who follow Jesus dig wells for
people they don’t even know, then we want to follow Jesus too.” Currently many villages walk up to two miles for water that
is the same that da& drink from and is heavily polluted. A deep water well will bring health to a community and eternal life
to many.

7. $5,000 to Adopt a sister church. We have adopted and are establishing a relationshipJnitéd Methodist Church in
Bagarmii, NigeriaAfrica. (pronounced Begame) This church is one and one half hours by car from the closest city with
power. It serves as a school with 150 children enrolled. Their reading text bookKiaghiEames Bible.They have a native
pastor and three scho@achers, but have many needs. Their black board is painted plywood. There are only logs to sit
for school and worship, which last up to four hours. The church also serves as a community center in the evening fo
village. Money spent will be esl to buy hymnals, Bibles, pencils, paper, etc. for the church and the school. Benches will |
purchased, a cement floor will be poured and shutters will be added to the windows to keep out the dirt in the dry sea:
The money will be spent over a3year period. Ron Wilmont, Nigerian Coordinator said, “The villagers will dance all night
and celebrate that other Christians love them. This will make the church grow tremendously as Nigerians see real ac
from Christians in Nebraska.”

If you have gestions about any of the projects, please contact the Stewardship Chairperson, Doug G’Schwind at: 308-836-4404 or any of
the following people: Gayle Pitkin: 36836-2855, Ken Pitkin308-836-2362, orColleenWitthuhn: 308836-2363.
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Living Proof Live 2008

SIMIULCAS T

Join us for relevant Bible study,
Authentic worship and fun!
Featuring Bible teacher

BETH MOORE

Live viasatellite
With Worship Leader

Travis Cottrell
FRIDAY, AUGUST 1, 2008 6:30-9:00 P.M.
SATURDAY, AUGUST 2, 2008 8:30-12:00 Noon
TICKETS ON SALE NOW $30.00
TO ORDER, CALL: 308-832-0764 or 308-830-2925

Minden United Methodist Church

340 North Newell
Minden, NE

For details, visitwww.lifeway.com/Iplsimulcagt LifeWay/Women

| RS adjusts mileage rate for 2008
The Internal Revenue Service has raised the standard mileage rate used to calculate the deductible cc

operating an automobile for business, charitable, medical or moving purposes.

Beginning July 1, 2008, theéasxdard mileage rate will increaseS&5 cents per mile compared to the current rate
of 50.5 cents per mile. The charitable rate remains the same at 14 cents per mile driven in service to a charita
organization. The primary reasons for the increaatdinclude higher prices for vehicles and fuel costs.
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On a local level the majoof activity of the United Methodist Men haseen our Thursday morning
breakfast/discussion at 7 a.m. in the Kearniest Ehurch Fellowship Hall.

We have been using a discussion format entitled, “The Wired Word” to discuss current events as they apply
to the teachings of Christianity. After July 1, the intent is to revise this and instead have a Bible ptepggared
lesions by the United Methodist Men office in Nashville. Other ideas are welcomed. We would like to also
monthly programs, but in order to suppibris; more ideals are needed from the Men of the Church.

On a State level plans anederway for a “retreat” at Camp Comeca on August 15-17, 2008. Since this will
be inside of our own Gateway District, all men of the Gateway District churches are encouraged to att
Programs usually include outside speakers and recreational astantleof course the traditional steak supper on
Saturday night. Men and boys of all ages are encouraged to attend. More details will be given as they be
available. Car pooling is encouraged.

A major project of the United Methodist Men o&braska has been the UMM 100 Club (Scholarship fund).
Since only four individuals were ordained this year at Annual Conference and even fewer in the previous
years, the UMM are promoting financial support for all persons, (yes, even women) whdiagetavitcommit to
full time Christian Service. Although most scholarships have only been for $500 per year, the 100 Clul
considering four year scholarskipf even $1,000 per year. In order to fund such ambitions, | would encourag
our church to coniioute to this fund as a whole church and/or as individuals. Please contact Merv Schliefert
guestions at: 30236-5513 or email at: mervs@charter net
To the Gateway District Office:

United Campus Ministry

Thank you for your continued support taws our ministry. The District gkings help us meetuo ministry
financial needs and waso want to thank the District for the bonus chieek$5,000that came from Mission funds
from the District. We will use it towards future special repairs, andpewad expenses that our ministry may
need. God bless your generosity!

Arcadia United Methodist Church

Thank you for the donation of the $1,000 for use on our upcoming Youth Volunteer in Mission trip to Gulfpc
Mississippi. This VIM trip will help viains of the Katrina Hurricane disaster to rebuild their lives. Thank you
very much for your generous support of our proje¢h His Name, Arcadia UMC

Camp Comeca

Thank you for the monetary gift of $5,000 to Camp Comeca. | appreciate the gift, biganbeegeneral support
you give to Camp Comeca. The money you have given so generously contributed will help us here at Cor
minister to and with numerous children, youth, adults, and families this summer. Thank you again; you are trt
blessing taus! Grace and peace, Mike Mook Camp Comeca Director

Amherst United Methodist Church

Thank you so much for the money donation from the district to assist us in reaching our goal with funds to g
the VIM trip to Gulfport, Mississippi. We appreaatit so much! Pastor Bonnie Brock

G ) =

Other donations made by the Gateway District were as follows: Haven’s House in Lexington
$6,000; Hispanic Ministry $6,500; Released and Restored Ministry $2L0MCOR $500;
Orphanage in Nigeria $1,000; CentCadnfeence Pension Initiative $1,500
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First Mission Trip Experience

Kearney Faith United Methodist Church
Thank you so much for the donation which enabled a group from Faith United Methodist Church in Kearney to experiense their
Mission tripin the beautiful setting of the Chadron SandhillaVe left on June ®and returned on the T2 We stayed at Camp
Norwesca, and in exchange for 6 hours of work each day, we had free cabin accommodations. Meals were provided by tihe camf
Elizabeh, and every bite was worth the cost of the $5.00 per meal.

The work entailed painting a couple of offices and a bathroom. Furniture had to be removed and then later but backeso we
lucky to have one of our Youth Leaders, Trenton Talbitkeng who is 6°5” and not only helped by moving furniture, but he could paint
the top of the walls without a ladder!

On the second day, the guys finished up the painting while the girls went outside and weeded all the surrounding flodierbed
the labyrinth. Both groups worked well and completed their tasks more quickly than anticipated, earning themselveseatitnaatec
time. We went horseback riding in Chadron State Park, Norwesca’s neighbor, and swam in their heated outdoor swimming pool. Each
day we studied a chapter of Philippians, and each evening, we shared vespers withtramngncamp leaders, in the opended
Chapel.

Alice Krewson, from Kearney First Church, was our driver, and she worked hard right albridpeviest of us. She also found
interesting places to stop along the way, including a Prairie Museum and the restaurant StrégtimtOgallala.

On our last night, we made smores around the camp fire and shared some stories. Imiplhahped everyone experience the
joy of “doing for others”, giving, sharing, and living Philippians 2:3 Don’t do anything only to get ahead.....think of others as better than
yourselves.

Again, we thank the Gateway District for making this trip possible.
Valerie Manning Lynn

Christian Education Coorditor

Kearney Faith UMC

CONGRATULATIONS!!

Rev. Joel L. Rathbun, currently serving the Burwell and Taylor’s Calvary United Methodist Churches,
andwas ordained as an Elder on Friday, June 188 20 St Paul UMC in Lincoln during this year’s Annual
Conference. Rev. Rathbun was one of four ordained this year. He may possibly be the last candidate to have
ordained under the ‘old system’ from the 1992 Book of Discipline. Rev. Rathbun was ordained as a Deacon in
2003 by the late Bishop RewRhymesMoncure and was made a Probationary member until this Annua
Conference.

Rev Rathbun has served ftilne much of his ministry and has even served on the South Centr:
Jurisdictional Taskrorce for Singles Ministry. He has also worked a great deal with Y.&.@uth Annual
Conference), Chrysalis and Walk to Emmaus. He married Paula in 2004 while serving at St. Paul’s UMC in
Papillion, NE and has served in the now Gateway District emeesi Their oldest son, Patrick was born during
Annual Conference in 2005 and their second son, Lael was born after Easter in 2007.

Rev Joel Rathbun grew up in Central Kansas and is -¢irfie member of the United Methodist Church.
His wife, Paula is from Western lowa and they are now raising Cornhtiskers
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Royal Speidel
Distinguished Evangelist in Residence
General Board of Discipleship

GATEWAY DISTRICT WORKSHOP
For Clergy and Laity
“LOVING OTHERS TO GOD”

September 20, 2008
Broken Bow United Methodist Church
9:30 am. to 3:30 p.m.
ALSO
September 21, 2008
Holdrege United Methodist Church
1:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Are you excited about what god is doing in your life? If not, do you want to be? Come and learn about prac
handles that will ifuse excitement into your relationship with Jesus Christ. Our relationship with God intersec
with every corner of our lives. Getting close to Jesus adds more zest to all of life. Using tsbdait New
Testament with the Psalms, participants Wekrn basic principles for sharing their faith in Jesus Christ with
others. Your spiritual life will be turned up a notch by attending theving Others To Godworkshops.

About the leader:

Royal Speidel has 40 years of pastoral experience with big city, suburban, small town and country churches
knows about receiving 150 new members in a yedradso none. He has preached to 600 and also to 30. Speid
has a passion to bring people to Jesus Christ and rich discipleship. He is author of tié&aelism in the
Small Membership Church”, (Abingdon Press 2007):100 Days of Hope-lgniting Your Passion for God”
(Church Smart Resources 2007) and numerous articles.

As Distinguished Evangelist in Residence at the General Board of Discipleship, Royal also offers of
seminars, training, resources, and support to assist conferences laadecongregatioria areas of evangelism,
congregational revitalization, and congregational developntéatives in Chicago, lllinois.

Royal Speidel serves as the Distinguished Evangelist in Residence at the General Board of Discipleshi

his position is funded by Théoundation for Evangelism, an affiliate of the General Board of Discipleship, whe
seeks to lift up the ministries of evangelism in the Church around the world.
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Gateway District United Methodist Women
Nancy Olson, President of Gateway District UMW
Reminder: Deadline date for United Women’s Unit Reports—July 18". Send to your District counterpart.

School of Christian Mission—NOT JUST FOR WOMEN!!! Or United Methodists
July 2527 Weekend Event at Miflown Holiday Inn, Grand Island
July 2730 Weekday School at Miflown Holiday Inn, Grand Island
Deadline for registration is July6 Forms are available at the Gateway Distifftce.
Gateway District United Methodist Women’s Annual Meeting—Saturday, Sept. 20, 2008 at Minden
UMC. “Publishing Our Stories” Keynote Speaker will be Marilyn Zehring, Women’s Division Director. Be
watching for more information.
Nebraska Conference United Methodist Women’s Annual Meeting—October 1011, 2008 in Lincoln.
Gateway District United Methodist Women’s Leadership Update for each Unit Officer will be at TWO
locations on October 21, 2008: Ansley UMQ:00 to3:00 p.m. and Holdrege UME7:00 to 9:00 pn.
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new pastor.

¢ Wear name tags to worship for themmer to help the pastor and family to learn names. Introduce yourse

over and over.
¢ Give the pastor and family a “welcome” reception within the first ten days.
¢ Mow the pastor’s yard for a couple of weeks to help out.

¢ Appoint a liaison, perhaps the Lagader, to help the pastor with the transitjpa on call for them during

the first month).

¢ Remember the children of the pastanembers of the church youth group might stop by to welcome the
pastor’s youth to town.

WAYS TO WELCOME YOUR NEW PASTOR OR ASSOCIATE PASTOR
¢ Open your hearts to love the new pastor! Decide, before she or he arrives, that you are going to love

¢ Take the new pastor to a town meeting ariroduce him/her to other people in town.

¢ Provide the pastor with a list of home bound or nursing home members, a list of those struggling wi

long-term illness, a list of those still in grief over a recent death in the family. Better yet, tgkastbe

and introduce them to each of these people.
¢ Remember your new pastor and family in your daily prayers.

As of June 25, 2008

2008 Conference and District Mission Shares

CONFERENCE % DISTRICT % MISSION

MISSIONSHARES SHARES CONFERENCE% DISTRICT %

Alma 42.33% Alma 0.00% | Huntley 50.00% Huntley 100.00%
Ambherst 51.08% Ambherst 100.00% | Indianola 50.00% Indianola 100.00%
Anselmo 50.00% Anselmo 0.00% | Kearney Faith 1.48% Kearney Faith 0.00%
Ansley 58.33% Ansley 100.00% | Kearney First 41.67% Kearney First 50.00%
Arapahoe 22.31% Arapahoe 100.00% | Lexington 37.35% Lexington 00.00%
Arcadia 50.00% Arcadia 100.00% | Litchfield 74.63% Litchfield 100.00%
Arnold 39.99% Arnold 100.00% | Loup City 18.44% Loup City 100.00%
Atlanta 59.99% Atlanta 100.00% | Macon 50.47% Macon 100.00%
Banner 8.35% Banner 0.00% | Mascot Bethel 25.00% Mascot Bethel 100.00%
Bartley 52.75% Bartley 100.00% | Merna 8.33% Merna 100.00%
Beaver City 0.00% Beaver City 100.00% | Miller 25.00% Miller 100.00%
Bertrand 15.28% Bertrand 100.00% | Minden 50.00% Minden 100.00%
Brady 8.63% Brady 100.00% | Mira Valley 41.67% Mira Valley 100.00%
Broken Bow 41.67% Broken Bow 100.00% | Morning Star 49.11% Morning Star 100.00%
Burwell 50.00% Burwell 100.00% | North Loup 10.54% North Loup 0.00%
Callaway 50.00% Callaway 100.00% | Oconto 37.96% Oconto 100.00%
Cambridge 41.67% Cambridge 100.00% | Ord 14.31% Ord 0.00%
Cozad First 2.35% Cozad First 00.00% | Overton 8.33% Overton 100.00%
Cozad Parkview 41.67% Cozad Parkview 100.00% | Oxford 29.47% Oxford 100.00%
Eddyville 41.67% Eddyville 100.00% | Pleasanton 50.00% Pleasanton 100.00%
Elm Creek 0.00% Elm Creek 100.00% | Ragan 50.00% Ragan 100.00%
Elwood 32.69% Elwood 0.00% | Ravenna 32.85% Ravenna 100.00%
Eustis !!! 100.00% Eustis 100.00% | Republican City 50.00% Republican City 100.00%
Farnam 50.00% Farnam 100.00% | Sargent 2.27% Sargent 0.00%
Franklin 42.00% Franklin 33.33% | Scotia 0.00% Scotia 100.00%
Gibbon Bethel 50.00% Gibbon Bethel 100.00% | Shelton 15.96% Shelton 65.35%
Gibbon Faith 24.34% Gibbon Faith 00.00% | Taylor 41.67% Taylor 100.00%
Gothenburg 36.15% Gothenburg 100.00% | Upland 50.00% Upland 100.00%
Haven's Chapel 56.79% Haven's Chapel 100.00% | Westerville 41.67% Westerville 100.00%
Hazard 50.00% Hazard 100.00% | Wilcox 50.01% Wilcox 00.00%
Hendley 41.67% Hendley 100.00% | Williamsburg 25.00% Williamsburg 100.00%
Holdrege 10.00% Holdrege 0.00% | Wilsonville 34.29% Wilsonville 100.00%
Hollinger 50.00% Hollinger 100.00% | TOTAL 33.15% TOTAL 70.33%
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GATEWAY DISTRICT UMC
July-August District Calendar 2008

June 28July 2 | Nebraska United Methodist Bike Ride for Hunger (NUMB)
June 30 Rev Secundino Morales going to Panama---will not return until July 30th
July 4" Holiday District and Conference Offices Closed
July 2527 Christian School of Mission Weekend Event at Grand IslandTwidn Holiday Inn
July 2730 Christian School of Mission Weekday School at Grand IslandTdign Holiday Inn
Aug 1 Beth Moore via satellite at Minden UMC  6:30-9:00 p.m.
Beth Moore via satellite at Minden UMC 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Aug 2 District Council Meeting at Kearney First UMC @ 9:30 a.m.
Aug 11-15 Denise on Vacation from District Office
Aug 15-17 "#$%&' (%) *&#+$'(%",+'-%9$.%/$'/$'0/12'0*1%3/
Nov 14-15 Laity Convocation @ Horizons Community UMC Lincoln, Nebraska

$
Psalim 25:4-5 Show me your ways, O Lord, teach me your paths; guide me inv your
truthv and teach me; for yow awe God my Sowior, and wmy hope is inv yow all day
long.
Psalm 119:18 Openv my eyes that I may see wonderful things in your law.

Confirmation News!
Ow April 27, 2008, fouwr youthv were confurmed and joined the Mura Valley
Evangelicall United Methodist Chuwch. They awre Geoffrey Foth, Kristopher
Hornickel, Taylor Hornickel, and Cody Krikac: Let’s keep thew invour pravyers!

Lexington First United Methodist Church is having Vacation Bible School the week of
July 2125, 2008 with the St. Ann’s Catholic Church All area children are invited for supper at
5:30 p.m.every night of VBS followed by games, activities, Biblearning, fun, singing, and
prayer until 8:15 p.m.

CONGRATULATIONS!
Pastor Doug and Conmnie Jo- Jones of Eddyville-Oconto- Churches are the proud

grondpawrenty of a baby girl, “Hannadv EveRose Jones, daughter of Row and
Vanessaw Jones of Doniphowy, born June 16, 2008 at Grand Island, Nebraska.
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Nebraska Conference Laity Convocation
November 14-15, 2008

Horizons Community United Methodist Church
3200 Grainger Pkwy., Lincoln, Nebraska
Theme: United Methodist 101---Rev Cole Fowler

There will be a minimal registration charge.
Workshops:

Why Apportionments? Where does the money go?

Holy Conferencing: How to handle differences?

Resources: Where do we get them?

Appreciating your pastor

How do we connect?

Safe Sanctuary

Discernment

L R IR N JER N JBR 2

Look for more information at a later date to register for this event!

HAPPY FOURTH OF July!
\

Gateway District Office UMC
NE Annual Conference

PO Box 995

Kearney, NE 68848-0995
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